
Request approval of ordinances to repeal the Los Angeles County Code, Children’s Services 
Inspector General and create and define the Children’s Special Investigation Unit.

SUBJECT

April 19, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The recommended actions are necessary to create the CSIU as part of the administration of the 
County’s child protective services program in the department of the Board of Supervisor.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
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REQUEST TO CREATE AND DEFINE THE CHILDREN'S SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS   UNIT (ALL DISTRICTS) (3-VOTES)
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1. Approve introduction of ordinances amending Title 2 of the County Code to repeal Section
2.20.080 – Children’s Services Inspector General (CSIG), to remove the position of the CSIG from
the County Code, and add Section 6.44 – Children’s Special Investigation Unit (CSIU), to create and
define the position of the CSIU in the County Code.
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2. Approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the CSIU and the Departments of: Children and
Family Services; Mental Health; Probation; Health Services, Public Social Services; Public Health;
Child Support Services; County Counsel; and Coroner, to formalize the collaborative requirements
between the CSIU and these Departments which outlines various operational and procedural
protocols for collaboration during the investigation of child fatalities and incidents of child abuse.



The recommended actions are consistent with the principles of the Countywide Strategic Plan Coal 
1, Service Excellence, Goal 4, Fiscal Responsibility, and Goal 5, Children and Families’ Well-being.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The recommended action has no effect on budgeted revenues and expenditures.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The proposed ordinance will: a) Create the position of the CSIU in the department of the Board of 
Supervisors as part of the administration of the County’s child protective services; b) At the request 
of the Board of Supervisors, individual members of the Board of Supervisors, or the Director of 
Children and Family Services, the CSIU shall perform independent legal reviews, including 
conducting impartial investigations to enhance the legal reviews as needed, of cases involving child 
death or serious injury caused by abuse or neglect; c). The CSIU shall work under the direction of a 
licensed attorney who serves as special counsel to the Board of Supervisors, and all reports of the 
CSIU shall be provided directly to the Board of Supervisor on a confidential attorney-client basis; d) 
The Department of Children and Family Services and all other County departments, County Officers, 
employees and contractors shall cooperate in such reviews and promptly supply any information or 
records requested by the CSIU to the extent permitted by law.

The Memorandum of Understanding between the CSIU and the Departments of: Children and 
Family Services; Mental Health; Probation; Health Services’ Public Social Services; Public Health; 
Child Support Services; County Counsel; and Coroner will formalize that all parties agree that unless 
otherwise prohibited by law, the CSIU as special counsel to the Board is authorized to review and 
receive all information, including otherwise confidential information, which would normally be 
provided to counsel to the Board or which the Board or individual Board Offices are legally 
authorized to review and receive. This includes, but is not limited to, information protected by 
California Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 827, 5328, 10850, 16502.5, California Civil Code 
56.10, and Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the recommended actions will continue the County’s efforts to investigate child fatalities 
and incidents of child abuse or neglect.

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
4/19/2011
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Respectfully submitted,

SACHI A. HAMAI

Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

SAH:JL:ieu

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Office
County Counsel
Coroner
Chief Probation Officer
Director of Child Support Services
Director of Children and Family Services
Director of Health Services
Director of Public Health
Director of Public Social Services

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
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